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K. G. Zimmer learned on the occasion of his return to East Germany tha',
returning scientists ordinarily were sent to a reception center in Leip-
zig. However, he applied for permission to go to Berlin, which was
granted. He was received by three representatives of the East German
Education Ministry at the station in East Berlin. He made it clear to
them that he wanted to visit his mother | | immediately.
He encountered difficulties at first, and he hkd to press his request.

He was finally given permission and he went |
there. On this occasion, Zimmer remarked that quite obviously the Soviet
authorities were generally not opposed to plans of returning scientists
to see relatives | The East German authori-
ties, however, in cgntrast to the attitude of the Soviets, raised object~
ions to such plans.

Zimmer was shipped to the USSR together with Hans Born and Alexander
Catsch. TIrior to their shipment, the men were first jailed in Berlin.
Subsequently, they were flown to Moscow and thrown into the Lublyanka
Prison, where they received good treatment. After some time they were
transferred to a prisoner of war camp near Moscow. Later, they were
asked whether they wanted wo work with Nikolaus Riehl. They answered

in the affirmative and joined Riehl in Moscow-Elektrostal. During their
stay there, they did "practically nothing", as Zimmer expressed it.
Zimmer busied himself with translating into Russian a book written by
Riehl on power circuits (Ehergieleitungen). He alsc wrote a book himself
on radiation dosimetry. He turned over the manuscripts of the transla-
tion as well as his own book to the Sovi e i
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of Riehl's book wss published.

5.

T.

R

After about a year's stay in Ele ' i tsoh were
asked whether they wanted to we
thres men knew Timofeey from his
h

ey stayed there for several years.
by Rishl, who a8 also transferred there (probably

Zimmgr gave the following ltery“ the fate of Timefeev-Ressovsky. After
his arrival in the USSR, he was ssntenced to 12 Years hard lader and
taken to a penal eamp in| , | Eesakhstai. Duriag
his stay thers, Timofeev lost his eyefiight becauns of vitamin defieciensy.
This fact csused the Soviet autherities to transfer him to Nesesw for
treatment after he had stayed twe y ina the laker camp. In: Mescow,
Timofeev regained some of his sight, but he mever wad 3ble to yead again.
After the trestment, Timcfesy was tranaferred t;'sm. Shere ke was put
in charge of eme of two inetitutes whish were there umder the supervisien
of a~Rugsian professor ‘

In\sw Timofeev, 'Ziner, Bora and Catsch did work very much along the
lines-they had previocusly followed together in the BerlineBush Imstitute
for Brain Research. In partioular, thay ongaged in genetics researeh of

drosophila melanogssta. This zgressed well uatil Iysenko staried

his well<known campaign agh: . ﬂM—l—uﬁof goastics. The
resegrch team were then prohibited. .

8, agein doing "prectically nething".

genetics experiments of the
Vhen the German team leftm Timofeev was still there. Zimmer, how-

Thes men stayed thére for some i

ever, knew that later he 8 en the direction of an imstitute of the
Soviet Academy of Sciences at an unspecified location in the Ural moune
tains. | | Zimmer remarked that although apparently the
material conditions of Pimofeev's situation have isproved, he is still
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the object of heavy attacks which periodically appear against him both

in Soviet scientific publications amd in vd n this cenmeetion,
Zimmer slso dénied that Iy ‘has

been completely disgraced and his theory shandoned in the USSR, Accord-
ing to Zimmer, this is net quite weo, Althsugh Lysenko is no lomger the
"fashionzble" theoreticianm, he is still an ipportant factor in Soviet
biology. mmumm,h,mum«»

Zimmer, Riehl, Bern and Catsch werb transferred from Supggel to Sukhumi,
where they stayed for sbout two ysars or more prior to their return to
Germany, In Sukhumi, they were left very mush to themaelves and could,
for the first time, engage in work whioh they wanted to do. They had
adequate housing, literature and mquipment. Aiccerding tc Zimmer, Riehl
engaged in gerwsnium research in Bukhumi and quite generally in research
on semi-condweters and phosphorus. Zimmer h;s;clf was mainly esngaged in
reaearch on scintillation erystals for scinfiliation cocuaters. Zimmer
knew that the papers completed by ‘the Germpziin Sukhumi have not yet
been published., '

10.

Zimmer gave the following indications on other German scidn¥ists (as of
11 April 1955):

a. Rohert Doep®l acgwpted a professorship in " .
re‘turn to Germany. , WY pr.

b. Heinz Pose also accepted a professorship at an.unupecWon
and will not return.

c. KarleHEeinz Riewe,

/[is in jail &fter having been sentenced to 10
Years for "disturbance of the later pesce" (Bruch des Arbeits=
friedens). The infractien actuslly committed by Riewe was that he
complained against{ restrictiois on the movements of Cermam scientists
in the USSR. |

KarlKarl-Beindrich Weiss is in Lskpsig.
e. Heleme Kuelg is in leipzig.

f. Riehl, Born and Catsch are im the Guest House of the East German
Academy of Sciences at Zemthek, under heavy surveillance.
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Comment. Probably the Continental Hotel, . '

Comment. I% is of course possible that this is an arrapged
deal betweon the Soviets and the Hwat Germans. The Sovietw seem to
desire to appear generous, while &t the same time they may have in-

structed the East Germans to isawe prohibitions against travel| |
/ by the scientists concerned.
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